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is what may be called a social structure. In a wider
sense these social structures may be called institu-
tions. As examples of social structures proper may
be mentioned the family, the clan, the tribe, the
state, the church, and each and all of the innumer-
able voluntary associations of society. As examples
of institutions may be instanced marriage, govern-
ment, language, customs, ethical and conventional
codes, religion, art, and even literature and science.

Society itself, which includes all the structures
and institutions that may exist at any given time,
together with a certain vague but general psychic
integration, may be regarded as a great structure in
which the social forces have to a certain extent been
brought into a state of equilibrium. It is only the
most general aspects of the will that are thus equili-
brated, and within this great social structure there
are others which in advanced societies may be
classified into a sort of subordinate hierarchy of
structures, along with many that are more or less
coordinate.

In general it may be said that society as a whole,
including all its structures and institutions, both
general and special, constitutes a mechanism. The
structures are not chaotic and haphazard, but sym-
metrical and systematic. They conform to the
universal law of evolution which creates the spheres
of space and the adapted forms of organic life.
Although all this is believed to go on spontaneously
and to be the normal result of purely genetic causes,